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of life; that the strength and direction of his natural
impulses and aspirations is a guarantee for their
eventual attainment. It was thought reasonable that
cows and sheep should exist only secondarily for
themselves, but primarily to supply him with mutton
and beef. Plants (though how few) existed for ani-
mals ; animals (though how few) existed for mail.
As for the extinct species that preceded man, they
were an anomaly.

No; there is no guarantee that man, in obeying
the innate law of his being, in struggling upward and
onward out of bestiality to savagery, to barbarism, to
grade after grade of civilisation, is a favoured child of
Nature, or is destined to prosperity, or that he may
not fall the prey of some new microbe, or some wild
upheaval of the earth's crust.

It is this combination of care and carelessness that
constitutes the wastefulness of Nature. She is like
some fickle genius who, as soon as he has proved his
skill, wearies of his task, and throws it aside, un-
finished, to begin another. She loves making, but not
the thing she has made; infinitely clever, infinitely
heartless.

Newman said that, apart from the phenomena of
conscience and man's moral life, he could not see
evidence of God in Nature. I would go further, and
say that the evidence points rather to a Devil. For "a
Devil would do good in the interests of evil, like a cat
fondling and patting a mouse; allowing it to believe
itself free in order to prolong its agony by alternations
of hope and despair. But a moral God could not do
evil in the interests of good. We can understand how
goodness in nature consists with an evil God; we